Principal Newsletter 11th December 2019

Here we are at the end of our first Semester and we have much
to be proud of. Our staff across the school have worked
tirelessly, often here at 7 pm at night, and recently most
weekends to ensure our learning environment and class
programs engage, inspire, challenge and support our learners. |
know you join me in giving them high praise for their efforts.
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Winter Concert
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IDressed for the Winter festivities the EtonHouse Winter concert,
warmed all who attended. Students showcased a variety of
talents that included drum solos, guitar playing, Kpop dancing,
recorder and percussion playing, original songs, recycled
instruments, as well as lots of singing with snowbells ringing.
The youngest N1 students delighted the audience with their
impromptu snow playing between singing along with their very
sweet moves and actions to support the performances. The
final song A Beautiful Day, sung by the whole school N1-Y10,
was definitely a highlight with two soloists leading the verses.
Were surprised by the parents who started an impromptu' flash
snowball fight' before Santa appeared to restore order.

A wonderful morning of fun and good cheer to finish off, a
most exciting and busy first Semester!

A special thank you to our three great announcers, the runners
and stage managers, all staff including Santa. Mr Rolly deserves
special cheers for a wonderful job in preparing our students.

PYP1 students’ performance
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Santa claus is coming now!
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Music teacher Mr. Rolly
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IB Re-authorization Visit
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Our focus for this semester has been very much on our
reauthorisation visit for the PYP. We spent 3 days with our
two visitors from the IB headquarters in Singapore. They met
with all staff, including the leadership team daily, our Parent
Association Executive, Student Council, Mr Poh Seng Ahn
representing the Board of EH Singapore. Our staff found our
visitors, warm and knowledgeable and thus relaxed and were
able to speak confidently with them.
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We were very well prepared, led by Erin Parnell, our super PYP
Coordinator and this was much appreciated by our visitors.
While we are not privy to their findings, as they will arrive in a
report, the visitors were very appreciative and recognized the
extensive efforts of staff.

We thank all our community for their work in helping us
prepare for this very important visit.
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Willie, Cherry and Alex are 3
announcers
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PYP 2&3 students with Ms. Engela
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PYP 4 students with Ms. Ashleigh
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End of Semester Finish time 1.30pm

BIAFHRAARIXR T F —R=1TmW=F

Please be aware that school will finish early this Friday, for all
students.
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Pupil Free Day
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Please mark in your diaries that Friday 10th January will, be a
pupil free day while staff undertake a 2 day training course for
the IB. No classes will be running ion this day. An additional
day has been added to the calendar to hold our sports
carnival. This will be Saturday the 25th of April.
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Chinese New Year Family Fun Morning, Friday 17thJanuaury
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Please mark this date in your diary and start speaking with
your class liaison person about ways you can support this
fantastic activity. The Mandarin Department supported by the
Parent Executive Committee are planning a morning of
cultural, experiences and fun activities to celebrate the "Year of
the Mouse!
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EtonHouse Chengdu Reggio Children Conference
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This Friday and Saturday group of our staff are in Chengdu to
attend a conference organized by EtonHouse for all schools.
As you are aware EtonHouse has a very special relationship
with Reggio Emilia in Italy and our teachers will be learning
from the Head of Reggio ,in Italy who will lead the 2 day
conference. This is a very special opportunity and staff are
excited to learn and return with much to share and inspire
practice for our community.
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Security check
CRME

Thank you to the many families who have embraced and
supported our enhanced security measures at the entrance of
the school. It is important that we are rigorous and vigilant in
our attention to those who are entering the school. This is an
issue that all schools across the world are dealing with and we
seek your ongoing support and commitment to helping to
ensure our children’s safety.
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Ms. Alecia, Ms. Amber, Ms. Lynn,
Ms. Engela and Ms. Sarah

More information about
EtonHouse Chengdu Eeggio
conference please scan above
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School uniforms
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While Winter can be a difficult time to keep school uniforms
washed and dry | ask that wherever possible, you ensure your
child is wearing the correct attire. Mrs Ng, the founder of
EtonHouse has high expectations about the wearing of the
EtonHouse uniform.
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Nanjing Memorial Day
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Friday 13th of December will be Nanjing’s Memorial Day for
the Nanjing Massacre. As this day is such a solemn and
respectful day to be commemorated we have asked that
all classes refrain from holding any End of Year/ Christmas
celebrations on Friday, instead celebration events will be
held earlier in the week. On Friday the school will hold a small
ceremony at 10am as a mark of respect.
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Arrival time
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Teachers have spoken to me about the difficulties and
disruption they face to their programme when children
consistently arrive late to school. | know getting out of the
house with young children can be trying but | seek your
support on arriving at school promptly. Thank you in advance
for your attention to this very important matter.
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PYP students' artwork
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Parent Executive Committee
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Our parent executive led by our president Senping represents
all parents across the school. The group who has recently
formed met with Erin Parnell to receive some training about
the IB program so that they could speak confidently to the IB
during their recent visit. They have suggested that this would
be useful in a shortened version for all the Parent Community
and we will follow up shortly.
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The group have also focused on supporting our beautifully
refurbished library and securing books in additional languages.
We are currently awaiting a large order of new books. The
parents will seek volunteers who would like work with Ms
Donna and Miss Sherry in the library. The Library will also
extend its opening times and will soon welcome parents to
read with their children, and borrow parenting resources.
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Student Council/Support for our new local Sister School
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Student Council meet every fortnight and have been very
busy developing ideas to enhance spirit across the school.
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They have also embraced supporting our new sister school on
the border of Nanjing and Anhui in quite rural setting. We are
looking for opportunities to support the students in the
school and Student Council will visit the school in the future.
| am very excited by this opportunity as it gives our students
real-life experiences of supporting children their own age,
who may not have the same opportunities that they do. This
is a central idea of an IB education but is also a founding
principle of EtonHouse that has an extensive commitment to
charity work.
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Thanksgiving Assembly
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What a happy and positive morning we had last week when
we used the opportunity of the American /Canadian tradition
of Thanksgiving ( or giving thanks for what you have in your
life) to thank all the support staff in our EtonHouse School
community that keep our school functioning . This included
the Security, Catering, Finance, IT technical support, Marketing,
Admissions , HR, Reception and PA, Purchasing, Bus drivers,
Maintenance, our cleaning ayis and class ayis. Mr Shawn also
came with a staff member from Somerset that does so much
to keep our staff happy and also to support and encourage
our school.
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PYP 56 students' artwork for
school bus driver

PYP1 students' artwork for
school security guards

PYP 4 students' artwork for
school admin staff



Each class made a special appreciation item and presented it
to their special person.

Teachers provided a delicious celebratory morning tea that
was greatly appreciated by our special guests.
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Open House
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Our school was sparkling and our visitors impressed by the
variety of learning opportunities and environments that we
provide to enhance and encourage the curiosity and creativity
of each child. Our student ambassadors impressed the visitors
with their confidence, knowledge and ability to talk about the
learning and they are doing. Our current parents were also
very interested in exploring the way learning is being
developed in the school and how students demonstrate their
agency and actions to support their developing
understanding and connections.
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What pattens did you see on
your journey?

leaves, grass, boxes, toilets..by
PYP 1 students



Furniture Refurbishment
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Our new furniture in our PYP classroom, library, corridors and
foyer has enhanced the aesthetic appeal and are proving
popular with staff children and families. There will be some
changes made to the design of some pieces over the holiday
break from the designer.
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We will continue to move across the school improving the
furnishings to develop the aesthetics of the school that
enhance learning.
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Corridor Enhancements
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You will have noticed the intentional and carefully planned
enhancements and provocations to learning that we have
provided to help our students explore and make theories of
learning. The play, investigations and learning that is unfolding
is wonderful to observe and document. The children are
experimenting in forming understandings in science,
engineering, space, language and mathematics in collaborative
groups.
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The children are learning how to keep these areas organized
and we ask all parents to assist us by having their child return
items to the correct place if they play with materials after
school. We are also finding some items are missing and ask
parents to check pockets and coats for any 'little treasures’
that may have made their way home. We also ask that parents
supervise their child as there are materials that are small and
not suitable for younger children. Staff are always carefully
assisting the children and reminding them of the correct use
of the materials during class.
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Peace Project
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You will see that we have commenced a Peace Project that
has us filming our parents reading and sharing favorite stories
with their children read in their home language. This is a
powerful way to enhance global respect and connections as
stories connect all of us across the world and are how we
come to know our culture.
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We are indeed fortunate to have Mr Graeme, who in his
previous life was a videographer who has professionally filmed
and edited the materials. Look forward to an ever expanding
range of stories.
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Lights of Nanjing Project
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On our large screen we are projecting images of Nanjing that
reflect the light of the city. This part of our room is using light
and we are using the blinds to provide a split screen effect.

If you have good quality images of aspects of Nanjing please
see Mr Chris to add them to our montage.
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Zone 10
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Our year 10 students have done a fantastic job in running the
Zone 10 as a small business as part of their studies in both
Humanities and Mathematics. We thank Willie, Summer and
Coco for their enterprising endeavors and look forward to
hearing where they are choosing to donate their profits. Ms
Denise and Mr Gerry have thoroughly enjoyed supporting the
students learning.
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The coffee shop has proved so successful that we are
exploring ways we might be able to continue the idea in
another form. Please stay tuned.
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lights of Nanjing
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Filmmaking CCA class made this
film for the Zone 10 coffee shop,
please scan above QR code.
BRRARYNREIZEAIRMr. Graeme
ZIM79Zone 10 Coffee shoplIfE
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Outdoor play
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Please make sure you take your time to look at all the new
additions to our outdoor play areas that are proving very
popular with all students across the school. These include
mud kitchens, music and water exploration walls, grinding
and washing areas as well as construction areas with nails,
screws, and loose parts. The variety of areas take the staff time
to help clean, each afternoon and reset, thus we are closing
the grounds after school from 3.30pm. This will also ensure
the safety of students as many are playing outside without
direct parent supervision.

Thank you for your assistance and cooperation.
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Semester 2 IGCSE commences
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We are excited to start our IGCSE, next semester with our year
10 students. To enhance our program across the PYP and
middle/ high school we will be joined by two new staff
members with extensive qualifications and teaching
experience Mr Bob Nouri will be teaching Computer Science,
Information Literacy, Robotics and AS and A level Math.
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Also, Mr Gary Van Breda will work in expanding the English
skills across the MYP and PYP as well as work as our school
counsellor part-time.
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MYP Candidacy
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We are working on submitting our documentation for
candidacy in the MYP program. We will then be given a
supervisor, who will support us in moving towards
authorization in the next year 12. -24 months.
HKINEARRBREEMYPEGFRAIER . i NKHI12224
THERITKZESREDOVEERNAZSHNRE, XERITEIESR
BEIFA MG =SB/ EhRIZN IS .

Winter temperatures/ Lost property
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We have a lot of expensive coats and jackets, scarves and water
bottles in lost property. | ask that all parents ensure their child’s
clothing items are clearly named so that we can easily return
them. If you have lost item come to the front desk and Miss
Kristen will direct you to the box with displaced items.
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| thank everyone in our community for all their support and
efforts this semester and wish you all a peaceful, safe and happy
break with family and friends.
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Dates for Your Diary EZHEH

Last day of the Semester - Friday 13th December Finish 1.30pm
AFHRGE—XERE - +°TA+ =8 N —RFmF

First day of Second Semester- Monday, 6th January
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Pupil Free Day- Friday, 10th January
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Chinese New Year Family Fun Morning - Friday 17thJanuaury
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First Semester Reports to home — Monday 20th January
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from PYP 2&3 - Why do we
need to balance developing
services in community
7t 2 RN E R A X H
BREKRS?

Retail service interview
questions
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